VERMONT
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
DISTRICT #4

MASS CASUALTY INCIDENT PROTOCOL

Section 1. Dispatch Protocol

Al

Any agency or department receiving information of an incident where the potential of
mass casualties exists will immediately notify the Lamoille County Dispatch Facility
and relay the information they have received. As much information as possible
pertaining to the incident will be included.

Section Il. Response Protocol

A.

The first arriving unit; state or local police, sheriff, fire officer, or EMS crew chief; will
confirm the nature and location of the incident to include the safety and stability of the
scene, that approximate number and severity of the injured , as well as staging area, and
report, or caused to be reported, the information to Lamoille Dispatch.

A Mass Casualty Incident may be declared based on the information received from the
scene. The basic criteria for the declaration of an MCI will be any incident that will
overload the capabilities and resources of the local community and EMS system. In
District 4 this will equate to the total number of injuries that exceed the capability of the
ambulance service having jurisdiction and any mutual aid departments that will arrive
within 15 minutes of notification of the incident.

Section III. Communications

A.

B.

All responding units will switch to Channel 2 (155.280) after signing on with Lamoille
Dispatch or other dispatch center.

The following channels/frequencies will be used by the specified officers/agencies.

1. Channel 1 (155.340): (HEAR 1) Communications directed toward the hospital for
medical control and ambulance departure information.

2. Channel 2 (155.280): (HEAR 2) On scene coordination and direction of EMS units
and coordination between officers.

3. Ops Scene Tactical Channels: Additional Tactical channels assigned by the EMS
officer for on scene coordination between personnel. Tactical channels may be local
frequencies assigned to agencies, or available VTAC channels not assigned for other
purposes. VIAC channel assignment will be determined in agreement with the
Incident Commander.







